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from the condition of total depravity in which I
had been born, and I knew that the preternatural
indication of my redemption, which would be recog-
nized in the descent of the spirit in the form of
the revival frenzy, was wanting. I longed for it,
prayed for it, and considered myself forsaken of
God because it would not come, but come it never
did, and it seemed to me that I was attempting to
deceive both my mother and the church when I
finally yielded to the current which carried along
my young friends, and took the grace for granted,
since, as I thought, having asked the special prayers
of the elders, men of God, and powerful in influence
with Him, I had a right to assume the desired de-
scent of the redeeming light on me, though I had
never had that peculiar manifestation of it which my
companions seemed to have experienced. I felt not a
little twinge of conscience in assuming so much, but
I could not consent to prolong my mother's sus-
pense and grave concern at the exclusion of one of
her children from the fold of grace. I put down
the doubts, accepted the conversion as logical and
real, and went forward with the others. I remem-
ber that at the relation of our " experience " which
followed as a rite on the presentation of the convert
for membership of the church, I was the only one
who told it calmly and audibly, all the others being
inaudible from their excitement and timidity, so
that the presiding elder was obliged to repeat to
the audience what they said in his ear, trembling,
weeping with the emotion of the event. I felt aser thewith-tion measure of,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